sway was miaiiy imnuuea m me UUM ny uie conquering hordes of Northern Barbarians who learnt, in time, to revere that which they destroyed, ami to accept the Faith, and (he civilisation of their forerunners. After centuries of fierce strife and bloodshed, of anarchy and desolation, the conversion of Constantino changed the face of the world, for Rome in her fall left the Christian Church us an enduring witness and, when Ihe Kmpire fell to pieces, the Eternal City still remained the ccntivof a religions power which rivalled the secular dominion of bygone Emperors,
The Emperor Constantino was also responsible for hastening the division of the Empire, by moving tin* imperial residence to Byzantium : this being finally settled on the death of Theodosius (A.IK «'HJf>), when Arcadius succeeded to tint Kastern Empire ami Honorius to the. Western. Next- we follow the devastating course of an Alaric and an Attila, ami we see the Frankish kingdom list* nbove it/* rivals in power and dignity, until Charles Mnrti*! saves Europe and Christianity by his decisive victory on the field of Poitiers, over the terrible hoht of Arub invaders.
Once more East and West are united under the strong rule of Odoaoer the son of a Skyrrian rhirftain, who in his turn is overthrown by TbcodoTirh the Ostrogoth, the first Barbarian Emperor who, fn*m his palace at Verona, seeks to strengthen the uuru-nt policy of Borne, to mete out equal laws, and to revive the study of letters. We se« the feeble *um*MirH of Theodorich deposed by the wine Juhtiniun (f>35-